A  HARD  YEAR
He had them all pitched in fine order on the desert behind
the date groves at Mohammerah, and the Anglo-Persian
Oil Company's agents provided electric light in the larger
tents and round it upon improvised standards, an innova-
tion which lent distinction and prestige to the Com-
mission's proceedings.
In a letter to my father towards the end of the year
I wrote:
* This has been a hard year save for my few months at home,
and a harder one is ahead of me. I have, however, managed
to save half my pay and all my health and strength. I have
made some new friends in London among those who shape
the raw material which I provide in such ample quantity.
I am tired, at the moment, of writing endless reports, cor-
recting proofs and dealing with the minutiae of maps and
route reports, but a week of long nights in bed is enough to
enable me, like a bow, to recover my strength. I find myself,
in fact, ill at ease in a house and not too comfortable in a soft
bed. I have slept so long on the ground that a downy mattress
feels stuffy and a bedroom a prison. I have taken lately to
the floor as an aid to sleep. Next week I shall move into camp
and shall be more at ease.
'It does me good to see the progress made by the Oil
Company and it makes me proud of my compatriots in the
engineering world. Like the smith and potter in Ecclesiasticus
xxxviii, 34, " all their desire is in the work of their craft'?.
'The influence of the Shaikh of Moharnmerah, whom we
trust and who trusts us to shield him from his many enemies,
and of the Bakhtiari Khans, has kept this part of Persia free
from the intolerable disorders that I have met, as you know, in
every other part of the country. In places where no European
save an occasional Consul was ever seen, employees of the
Oil Company can not only travel freely but look forward to a
welcome. Tribesmen who used to stone or shoot at me, a few
miles from the oilfields, are becoming skilled mechanics. We
are witnessing here a new "Industrial Revolution" which is
quietly transforming this part of Persia. Of course it has its
disadvantages. It would not be easy to protect the Fields or
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